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Behind the house there is a historic struc-
ture that was built in 1770 by Philip Em-
bury, an Irish immigrant who founded the 
Methodist Church in New York. Embury 
built the small frame structure with his 
brother-in-law and their two families shared 
it, one living upstairs and the other on the 
ground floor. A horse barn was later 
attached and Methodist services were 
held there for a number of years. Em-
bury died in a hayfield in Shushan in 
1773 and members of his family, loyal 
to the Tories, fled to Canada for refuge 
during the war. Marcia and Charlie 
say several of Embury’s Canadian de-
scendents have stopped by to visit and 
learn more about their family history.

Both Marcia and Charlie share a  
passion and appreciation for architecture 
and history. They met as teenagers and 
dated long distance while Marcia studied 
English at the University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor and Charlie studied architec-
ture at Cooper Union in New York City. 

They married and attended graduate 
school together at New York Univer-
sity where Charlie received a Masters 
in urban planning and Marcia a 
Masters in English Literature. Char-
lie served as Deputy Commissioner 
of Housing in New York City for 
23 years creating affordable housing 
before starting his own business as a 
real estate development consultant.

continued on page 4 

“When we drove down  
Roberson Road for the first 
time sixteen years ago, we 

were struck by the beauty of 
the open fields and mountains 

across from the house. We 
later learned that it contains 
some of the best farming soil 
in the region. The land has 
been this way for centuries 
and we want to preserve it  
for generations to come” 

– Marcia Reiss

Marcia and Charles Reiss Conserve 
their Historic Shushan Property
New York City residents Marcia and Charlie Reiss were visiting the track in Saratoga when 
they saw an ad for a canoe trip outfitter and decided to take a paddle down the Battenkill. 
They enjoyed it so much they drove back the next day to explore the region’s back roads and 
discovered the home of their dreams for sale on Roberson Road in Shushan. It was a Greek 
revival built in 1840 with 47 acres of high quality farmland along the Battenkill, which has 
been in agricultural production since before the Revolutionary War. 
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Ensuring a Future for 
Farming and Forestry  
in our Community
The Agricultural Stewardship Association (ASA) 
protects our community’s working landscape of 
farms and forests, connects people to the land, and 
promotes a vibrant future for agriculture in the re-
gion. To date, we have assisted landowners with the 
conservation of 14,211 acres of productive farm and 
forest land in Washington and Rensselaer counties.

ASA receives funding from its members and 
supporters, including Castanea Foundation, and 
the New York Conservation Partnership Program 
(administered by the Land Trust Alliance Northeast 
Program with support from New York State).

Agricultural Stewardship Association

14 Main Street, Suite 100 
Greenwich, NY 12834

ph: 518-692-7285 
fx: 518-692-7720 
asa@agstewardship.org 
www.agstewardship.org

From the Executive Director
Twenty three years ago, ASA was founded to fill a 
need. Local landowners had the ability to subdivide 
and develop their land but no means to exercise their 
right to legally protect it. Development pressure from 
the Capital Region was growing. A number of local 
farmers were concerned that if too much land was 
permanently lost to rural sprawl, agriculture might 
become a thing of the past. 

A small group of visionary farmers and residents 
worked together to form ASA as a non-profit orga-

nization that could assist landowners with placing conservation easements on 
their land and then steward those easements going forward. ASA’s founders 
were among the first to donate easements and as more landowners heard about 
this option to conserve, they too asked ASA for assistance. In 1999, the first 
year New York State made farmland protection funding available, ASA suc-
cessfully applied on behalf of two farms in Washington County. This opened 
a whole new door for working farmers who were not in a position to donate 
their development rights but still wanted to protect their land.

We continue to work with landowners who donate easements. In addi-
tion, private and public funding has enabled ASA to protect nearly 50% more 
working farmland than we ever could have otherwise. The majority of funds 
received in exchange for development rights are spent right here in our com-
munity as farmers build new barns, purchase equipment or hire new workers 
to expand their operations. For some farmers, funding enables an older genera-
tion to transition their land to the next generation without selling off acreage– 
making them secure in their retirement and in the knowledge that the farm 
they’ve worked hard to care for will remain in agriculture. 

ASA’s founders knew that balancing development and growth with the pro-
tection of high-quality farmland plays a critical role in ensuring that agricul-
ture will have a place in our community and local economy for generations to 
come. That’s something we all benefit from. Not only will we continue to have 
access to a wide variety of high quality food right in our backyard, but farms 
also keep our property taxes low by paying more in taxes than they cost in 
municipal services. They’ll continue to create economic opportunities, protect 
our water resources and serve as wildlife habitat. 

Conservation is a long-term commitment. Though landowners retain full 
ownership of their land, they have entrusted ASA to ensure that the terms of 
the easements they put in place are upheld. It’s a serious responsibility that 
depends upon the organization’s continued relevance, strength and integrity. 
That’s why I am so pleased to announce that ASA has just been awarded 

continued on next page

Hugh and Cassie Fedler have always 
been dairy farmers. Cassie was born and 
raised on her father’s farm, and Hugh 
grew up working on them. In 1995 
they decided to set-up their own family 
farm on a set of hills off of Route 372 in 
Cambridge. They now have a 200-head 
dairy and milk 100 cows. They sell their 
milk to Agri-Mark. 

The Fedlers maintain their own 
crops, and as their home farm does not 
have the acreage to support all of their 
livestock, they also rent land. For several 
years, one of the properties they rented 
was a 156-acre piece along the Battenkill 
in Easton, located just outside the Vil-
lage of Greenwich. This piece provides 
critical acreage for growing corn and hay 
as well as valuable pastureland for heifers. 

When the opportunity to purchase 
the land arose in 2010, the Fedlers de-
cided to buy it. Owning the land allows 
the Fedlers to be more independent, 
although they still rent approximately 
300 acres. Since acquiring the land, the 
Fedlers have invested significant time 
and money to improve it by installing 
tiling in the fields, and new fences to 
accommodate the rotational pasturing of 
the heifers. They have also been convert-
ing overgrown areas back into productive 
agricultural fields. 

ASA successfully applied on behalf of 
the Fedlers for funding from the Federal 
Farm and Ranch Land Protection Pro-
gram to conserve the property. Addition-
al funds from the Castanea Foundation 

From the Executive Director, 
continued from previous page

accreditation by the Land Trust 
Accreditation Commission. 
After a rigorous, year-long re-
view, they have concluded that 
ASA’s work is consistently per-
formed in accordance with the 
highest standards and practices. 
I hope this gives peace of mind 
to the more than 93 families 
we’ve assisted, and the many 
people in the community who 
support our mission, knowing 
that all of the hard work we’ve 
done together will endure.

I also want to acknowledge 
the dedication and commitment 
of our all-volunteer board of 
directors. They are local farmers, 
business leaders and residents 
who are committed to our com-
munity and are willing to work 
for its future. Tom Jilek, who is 
stepping down after serving as 
our board chair, knows first-
hand the value of conservation. 
“Dairy farming is a tradition 
in our family and it meant a 
lot to us to be able to protect 
this long-standing tradition by 
conserving our land. The money 
we received has also made 
our operation stronger. While 
conservation might not work 
for every farmer, or every farm, I 
think it’s an important option to 
have on the table.” Helping oth-
ers achieve their conservation 
goals and protecting a future for 
agriculture in our region is what 
ASA is all about. —Teri Ptacek

and several private donors, including the 
Jeffrey Gaess Memorial Fund, provided a 
match for the grant. Cassie said, “Selling 
the development rights to the property 
ensures that this farmland will be here 
for generations to come.” 

The Fedlers are both active in their 
local and agricultural communities. 
Cassie is on the Cambridge Town Board 
and the Washington County Fair Board. 

She also serves as a voting representative 
for Agri-Mark. Hugh is involved in the 
Farm Cadet Program with John Bowne 
High School in Flushing, New York. 
The program places high school students 
who are interested in agriculture with 
active farming operations throughout 
New York State. Hugh and Cassie have 
hosted a number of students at their 
farm and find the experience reward-
ing. The Felders’ two grown children, 
Rebecca and Timothy, still help out on 
the farm and are interested in continu-
ing the family’s farming tradition.

Conservation Helps Secure Critical 
Support Land for Local Dairy

The Fedler 
Family
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May through July 
Farm Photography for Kids
$10/per child, per session,  
registration required

Learn how to take great photos of your favorite 
farm animals and agricultural landscapes. Farm 
Photography for Kids gives kids ages 8 and up a 
unique opportunity to visit some of our region’s 
most interesting farms, explore what they do there, 
and learn how to take great photos from profession-
als. Photographers Dona Ann McAdams, Corrina 
Aldrich, Ellie Markovitch and Cliff Oliver will teach 
the fundamentals of photographic composition and 
lighting and share their insights and techniques for 
getting that fantastic shot. 

Make a Connection 
with the Land
It takes a great community of people to protect local farmland and we want you to see 
firsthand what your support makes possible. ASA is pleased to offer a variety of pro-
grams and events that give you and your family an opportunity to visit local farms and 
learn more about our rich agricultural heritage. We are scheduling farm tours, bike rides, 
nature walks and educational workshops throughout the year so be sure to sign up for 
our e-news at agstewardship.org and “like” us on Facebook to get all the latest details. 

Weekdays,  
July 8th through 
July 19th 
The Arts Center of the  
Capital Region, 9-4 p.m.
Farms, Food and  
Photography Camp
$475/two week session (camperships 
available based on need), register at 
artscenteronline.org

ASA is teaming up with The Arts Center in 
Troy to offer this unique two week camp 
focusing on farming, food, and photography. 
Students will visit four local vegetable and 
dairy farms to learn about farm operation 
and to harvest food with their own hands. 

Back at The Arts Center, teaching artist and 
cook Ellie Markovitch will help students 
understand the idea of “farm-to-table” with 
basic cooking and nutritional skills and work 
with the students to prepare a meal with the 
food they’ve harvested. The students will 
also document their time on the farm and in 
the kitchen through photography and will use 
the state-of-the-art Digital Art Studio at The 
Arts Center to create a series of photographs, 
recipes, blog posts, and other media to relate 
their experience. The Arts Center will host a 
food tasting and official exhibition featuring 
the students’ work at August Troy Night Out 
to remind the community of the important 
role farms and food play in our lives. 

continued from page 1

Marcia began her writing 
career as a reporter for the 
Brooklyn Phoenix, served  
as governmental affairs direc-
tor for the New York City 
Department of Ports and 
Trade. She taught at Hunter 
College and Columbia 
University’s graduate School 
of International and Public 
Affairs. Marcia has authored 
eight books about New York 
City history and architecture, 
most recently Lost New York 
(2011) and New York Then 
and Now (2012), as well as 
a series of guides to historic 
Brooklyn neighborhoods. 

Charlie and Marcia gave 
up their digs in the city and 
moved to Shushan full-time 
in 2005. They have a son and 
daughter and two grand-
children who love to come 
visit and play in the river. 
Charlie and Marcia decided 
to protect their historic and 
agriculturally rich property 
by donating a conservation 
easement to ASA in Decem-
ber 2012. Marcia explains, 
“When we drove down Rob-
erson Road for the first time 
sixteen years ago, we were 
struck by the beauty of the 
open fields and mountains 
across from the house. We 
later learned that it contains 
some of the best farming soil 
in the region. The land has 
been this way for centuries 
and we want to preserve it for 
generations to come.” Charlie 
and Marcia currently lease 
their fields along the Bat-
tenkill to Skip Clark, a local 
dairy farmer who has also 
protected his land with ASA. 

Over the course of the spring and early summer 
we will visit diverse farms to find out what makes 
them so special and worth protecting. After the 
trips are completed, we will review work and 
choose one photo from each photographer to be 
matted, framed and hung as a special exhibition 
in ASA’s booth at the Washington County Fair  

and the Schaghticoke Fair. 
This year we’ll be photographing 

beef cattle, pigs and peacocks at a 
farm with incredible hilltop views, 

sheep with their spring lambs, 
dairy goats and their kids, 
rare heritage breed pigs 

and their piglets, and many 
varieties of dairy cows! You 
can sign up for one or as 

many trips as you like but 
space is limited so reg-
ister early and don’t miss 

this great opportunity to 
document for yourself the 

beauty and diversity of our 
community’s working farms. 

Parents are welcome to attend 
for free but their work will not be 

included in the show!
Farm Photography for Kids 

is made possible, in part 
with funding from the 
Adirondack Trust Company 

Community Fund and from 
the New York State Council on 

the Arts Decentralization Program, 
administered locally by the Lower Adiron-

dack Regional Arts Council.

August 8th 
5:30-8 p.m. Hand Melon Farm, Easton
Forever Farms Summer Supper
Tickets on sale in June

We’ll be honoring the families who’ve made a 
gift to our community by conserving their land at 
this unique harvest dinner on the farm. Featuring 
classic picnic fare prepared by Spoonful Catering 
and sourced from local farms at the height of the 
season, this dinner promises to be a sumptuous 
celebration of the bounty our farmers provide. 
We’ve invited Congressmen Bill Owens and Chris 
Gibson to speak at the event.

October 12th 
through 14th
12th Annual Landscapes for 
Landsake Art Exhibition
Opening reception:  
October 12, 2 to 6 p.m.

Gallery hours:  
October 13 & 14, Noon to 4 p.m.

ASA’s Landscapes for Landsake art exhibition is 
the premier event of the season and our biggest 
fundraiser of the year. The show features artwork 
from more than 30 local artists who’ve been 
inspired to capture the beauty of our region’s work-
ing landscapes. 50% of proceeds benefit ASA’s 
farmland conservation program. Don’t miss the 
12th anniversary of this landmark art event!

October 19th
8-4 p.m. location TBD

Game of Logging 
Two level I sessions, one for women only, 
$125 per session, registration required 

Washington County Soil and Water Conserva-
tion District and ASA are pleased to bring Game of 
Logging instructors to teach two levels of chainsaw 
techniques and safety. The Game of Logging is 
widely acknowledged as the premier timber harvest-
ing training program in the country, offering hands 
on training for professionals and non-professionals 
alike.  Top instructors across the country combine 
demonstration with participation to teach safety, 
productivity, conservation and cutting techniques.

This valuable training will teach newer and safer 
aspects of felling techniques, chainsaw reactive forc-
es, bore cutting, and pre-planning the fell. Instructors 
will go over chainsaw safety features and protective 
equipment. Class size is limited to 10 participants 
per instructor. Participants are encouraged to bring 
their own chainsaws and safety equipment but there 
will be equipment available for those who need it. 

For information,
directions and registration 
for all of these events, visit 
www.agstewardship.org or 
call Meegan at 692-7285.

Local Businesses Support 
Farmland Conservation

We are very grateful for the many local 
businesses that support local farmland 
conservation by generously sponsoring 
ASA’s events and programs. They un-
derstand the important role farms play 
in our community and are leading the 
way in protecting them for the future. 
Wiley Bros., Inc in Schaghticoke has 
been sponsoring ASA’s events and pro-
grams for many years. Owner Tim Wiley 
explains, “Having grown up on a farm, 
I understand what farming is about and 
respect those who do it. Many of our 
customers are farmers and they spend 
their money locally. I’m happy to sup-
port ASA’s work so we can continue to 
have farms in our community.”
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A SA hosted a Maple & 
Milk Tour of the con-
served Cannon Cattle 

Ranch in Pittstown on one of the nicest 
days in March. Farm owners Matt and 
Peggy Cannon graciously invited us to 
tour their sugar house while they were, 
as Peggy put it, “awash in sap” and at a 
full boil! We also walked through the 
milking parlor and visited the calves 
and heifers. Susan Fowler, a teacher at 
Delaware Community School, brought 
a group of her students who participate 
in the school’s Friendship Garden. She 
explains, “We are an inner city school lo-
cated in the South End of Albany. Many 
of our students are refugees from various 
countries and have never experienced a 
working farm. They really enjoyed the 
visit to the farm, particularly the calves! 
Watching the look on their faces when 
they met the recently born calves was 
priceless. I couldn’t tear one little boy 
away from a calf he had befriended. 
Many of them had never tasted real syr-
up and were surprised by the flavor. This 
was a terrific learning experience for the 
kids and one they will not forget.”

Also in March, ASA partnered with 
Washington County Soil and Water 
Conservation District to host a program 
on Creating and Managing Wildlife 
Habitat. Bob Henke, columnist for 
the Post Star, retired Environmental 
Conservation Officer for the New York 

State DEC, and current Argyle Town 
Supervisor, presented a slideshow and 
talk about plantings and practices he has 
used to attract a diverse array of wildlife. 
Scott Fitscher from the USDA Natural 
Resources Conservation Service office in 
Greenwich also reviewed the programs 
NRCS uses to promote wildlife habitat. 

In April, The Sanctuary for Indepen-
dent Media in Troy hosted an opening 
for our “Connecting with the Land”  
photo exhibition. The show is an  
interesting blend of rural farm and urban 
garden photos taken by participants  
of our Farm Photography for Kids  
workshops and high school students 
from The Produce Project, a program  
of the Capital District Community  
Gardens. Pictures were taken at the 
students’ own community garden in Troy 
and at Soul Fire Farm in Grafton. The 
exhibit seeks to highlight the connection 
we all share to the farms and gardens 
that provide our local food, whether  
we live in the city, country or suburbs. 
The exhibition will be featured at the 
Sanctuary through June 15th. Visit  
MediaSanctuary.org to find out more!

Ellie’s Maple  
Frozen Yogurt
Looking for a great treat you  
can make from locally produced  
ingredients? Ellie Markovitch, 
ASA’s Rensselaer County program 
coordinator, is a member of the 
Chef ’s Consortium in Albany and 
she has a passion for cooking with 
local ingredients. After helping 
coordinate the Maple and Milk  
tour at the Cannon Cattle Ranch, 
Ellie was inspired to make her own 
maple frozen yogurt. Give it a try!

Greek Yogurt 
(makes 8 cups)

1 gallon of milk  
(un-homogenized if available)

8 oz. plain Greek yogurt with live  
cultures (to use as your starter the  
first time) at room temperature

Sterilize cooking utensils and containers 
(boiled in water for five minutes)

Take a large stainless steel pot, add milk  
and bring to a temperature of 185°F 
(little boiling bubbles are about to start) 
then turn it off

Let the milk cool to 105°F

Add 8 oz. of plain Greek yogurt, to the 
milk mixing with a clean metal whisk.  
Mix well. Cover with a tight lid.

Wrap your pot with a warm blanket  
and place in a cooler for 12 hours.

Strain out whey with a cheese cloth  
to desired consistency. Transfer to  
clean jars and refrigerate. 

*Tips: Save 1 cup as a starter for the next 
batch and use the whey to make bread.

Maple Frozen Yogurt
4 cups Greek yogurt

¾ cup maple syrup

Mix yogurt with maple syrup. 

Chill yogurt mixture and use your  
ice cream maker according to the  
manufacturer’s instructions.

A SA has achieved land trust 
accreditation from the 
Land Trust Accreditation 

Commission, an independent program 
of the Land Trust Alliance. The ac-
creditation program recognizes land 
conservation organizations that meet 
national quality standards for protecting 
important natural places and working 
lands and demonstrate a commitment 
to excellence and continual learning and 
improvement. ASA is one of only 207 
land trusts from across the country that 
has been awarded accreditation since the 
fall of 2008 when the program began.

Executive Director Teri Ptacek 
explains, “Although we’ve spent the 
past year reviewing and 
documenting ASA’s 
policies and programs 

Recent Events & Programs

to prepare our application, honing our 
standards and practices is something 
our board and staff have been working 
on since day one. It gives us peace of 
mind to know that the effort has paid 
off and that our work will endure.”

Liz Gordon, a prior board mem-
ber and conservationist who recently 
rejoined the board, said, “It’s gratifying 
to see that the local grassroots conserva-
tion movement we started in farmhouses 
and barnyards 23 years ago has evolved 
into such a strong and professional 
organization today. My husband Thomas 
Christenfeld and I donated an easement 
on our Alleged Farm in Easton in 1999. 
We’re glad to know its protection is 

made even more secure by 
having an accredited land 
trust behind it.”

ASA is Awarded Land  
Trust Accreditation

2013: A Good 
Year to Donate 
an Easement
Thinking about conserving your 
land? Wishing to maximize your 
charitable tax deduction for the 
gift? Then 2013 is the year to do 
it! Congress extended the enhanced 
tax incentive for conservation ease-
ment donations through December 
31, 2013. Donors of conservation 
easements (and bargain sales) in 
2013 can now deduct 50% of 
their adjusted gross income (100% 
for farmers with 50% agricultural 
income) over a total of 16 years. 
Contact Renee or Chris by early July 
at (518) 692-7285 for more infor-
mation and to learn how donating 
an easement can help you realize 
your conservation goals.
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W e’re delighted to welcome 
Rich Norman to the Board. 
Rich is vice president and re-

gional manager at Glens Falls National 
Bank. Rich moved to the area in 1975 
and has been active in numerous local 
groups. He currently volunteers as trea-
surer for the Washington County Local 
Development Corporation, Greater 
Adirondack Home Aids, and the Batten 
Kill Watershed Alliance. Rich is a past 
Board Chairman of SUNY Adiron-
dack. He is an avid sportsman and looks 
forward to protecting the agricultural 
resources that help to maintain the high 
quality of life in our area.

We’re also very happy to add Travis 
Allen to our Board. Travis is a gradu-
ate of Cornell University and is part 
owner of Allenwaite Farms, Inc. where 
he works as the farm’s crop manager. 
He and his family manage more than 
2,500 acres of owned and rented crop 
land which supports their dairy opera-

tion. He explains, “Having good land is 
a critical part of our dairy’s success. I’m 
excited to serve on the board of ASA 
because I know that having the option 
to conserve is good for many farm-
ers. Being a seventh generation farmer 
myself, I hope to be able to offer the 
same opportunity to my daughters.” 
Travis knows firsthand the importance 
of farming to our local economy.

We also want to welcome Beth 
Clark. Beth has deep agricultural roots 
in this area. Her father was president of 
the Farm Bureau and Beth was raised 
on a dairy farm in the town of Hamp-
ton, in northern Washington County. 
Beth works as a nurse in the Hudson 
Falls Middle School. Beth and her 
husband Jim have been great supporters 
of ASA for about 10 years and con-
sider ASA “to be near and dear to their 
hearts”. They have two children, ages 6 
and 11, and live in Glens Falls.

“Having good land is a critical part of our dairy’s  
success. I’m excited to serve on the board of  

ASA because I know that having the option to  
conserve is good for many farmers. Being a seventh 

generation farmer myself, I hope to be able to  
offer the same opportunity to my daughters.”

– Travis Allen

Make a donation
In addition to the direct financial 
help, your contribution demon-
strates community support for 
ASA’s conservation efforts, which 
in turn helps us leverage funding 
from grants and private sources. 
Consider becoming a monthly 
member or giving a gift member-
ship, and be sure to let us know  
if your employer matches  
charitable donations.

Make a legacy gift
Your gift, in the form of a trust, 
life insurance, stocks and bonds, 
property, gift annuity or bequest 
empowers ASA to protect and 
steward the valuable agricultural 
resources of our region.

Volunteer
ASA needs volunteers to help  
with organizing events and  
community programs, sending  
out membership mailings, and 
providing expertise in professional 
and technical matters.

Be an advocate for  
farmland conservation
Let your family, friends, town  
officials and state legislators  
know why you support local  
farmland conservation.

A Legacy Gift Helps Shape the Future

Welcome 
Aboard!

Thank You  
for Your  
Service!

wo members of  
our ASA Board 
departed this year as 

three new members join us.
We want to extend a 

heartfelt thanks to Tom 
Jilek of the protected  
Hi-Brow Farms in Jack-
son. In addition to being a 
conservationist, Tom served 
six years on ASA’s Board: 
four years as treasurer, one 
year as vice chair and the 
past year as chair. Tom sees 
a bright future for ASA: 
“There are more and more 
people in the world and 
they need to be fed! A lot 
of them want their food to 
be local. To ensure a steady 
supply of local food in the 
Northeast, we have a real 
need to conserve good  
agricultural land.”

We also want to thank 
Justin Stevens for his service 
on the Board over the past 
two years. Justin’s expertise 
in technology and market-
ing has been most valuable 
to ASA. Justin is moving 
out of the area and we wish 
him the best of luck.

M ary Ellen Williams has generously named 
ASA as a beneficiary in her estate plans. 
Mary Ellen is no stranger to agriculture. 

She rents her cropland to a neighboring farmer and boards 
horses at her 169-acre Hawk View Farm in Greenwich. 
She recently served six years on ASA’s Board of Directors, 
two as Chair. Mary Ellen is committed to our community 
and feels that protecting local farmland is key to maintain-
ing the rich agricultural character of our region.

A legacy gift is a meaningful way to support farmland 

conservation here in your community for generations to come. 
Your gift, in the form of a trust, life insurance, property, gift 
annuity or bequest empowers ASA to protect and steward the 
valuable agricultural resources of our region. Years from now, 
when people enjoy the bounty our farmland provides, they will 
have you to thank.

Please let us know if, like Mary Ellen Williams, you have 
included ASA in your estate planning. For information about 
legacy giving options, please call our executive director, Teri  
Ptacek, at 692-7285 or visit us online at www.agstewardship.org.

“I’ve chosen to live in Washington County all my life because  
I love the productive and beautiful farmland we have here.  

My mother recently passed away and I’ve learned from  
experience that naming an organization as a beneficiary on  

a life insurance policy or investment portfolio is the easiest way 
to make sure that the organization you care about receives the 

funds quickly and almost effortlessly. I’ve chosen to name  
ASA as my beneficiary because I want my legacy to be  

conserving productive farmland for the future.” 
– Mary Ellen Williams,  

Greenwich resident and member of ASA’s Farmland Forever Legacy Circle
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Thank You! Your Support Makes Farmland Protection Possible.

Foundations 
Anonymous (1) 
Adirondack Trust Company  
 Community Fund 
Alfred Z. Solomon Charitable Trust 
Castanea Foundation 
The Community Foundation  
 of the Greater Capital Region
The GE Foundation 
Gordon Foundation 
Nordlys Foundation, Inc. 
Robert H. Wentorf Foundation, Inc. 

Government 
New York State Conservation  
 Partnership Program*
Rensselaer County 
USDA Farm and Ranchland  
 Protection Program 

Harvest Hero 
Anonymous (1) 
Earthshare 
Jenny Holzer and Michael Glier 
Charles and Marcia Reiss 
Kathy and Hugh Roome 
William and Sarah Wade 
Londa Weisman and Sidney Knafel 
Alexander and Marine Zagoreos 

Champion 
Carole Lewis 

Cream of the Crop 
Anonymous (1) 
Ackley & Ross Funeral Home 
Aghamora Farm a division  
 of Beech Hill Farms 
Stephan and Gina Deibel 
Cutler Durkee and Jennifer Wren 
Alexander Ewing and Winnifred Senning 
Philip Gitlen and Melody Mackenzie 
Field Horne 
Constance Kheel 
Josh Levy and Pam Magnuson 
Maryann McGeorge and Susan Sanderson 
Rich and Kathy Moses, Moses Farm 
Peg Olsen 
Stewart’s Shops 
John Umlauf 

Benefactor 
Allenwaite Farm 
Cargill 
Farm Credit East 
Albert H. Garner 
Elizabeth Gilmore 
Liz Gordon and Thomas Christenfeld 
Joan and By Lapham 
Meika Loe and Matthew Alinger 
Robert and Bliss McIntosh 
Annie Miller and Don Minkel 
Teri Ptacek  
William Ralston and Joan Bleikamp 
Sally and Jeff Small 
Anne Van Ingen and Wes Haynes 
Elizabeth Lynne Van Nest 

Steward 
Barbara Ahern and Conard Holton 
Robin Andrews 
Douglas and Linda Bischoff 
Cambridge Valley Machining, Inc. 
Bruce and Rudy Goff 
Noel and Judy Hanf 
Sabrina Hitchcock 
K.C. Consulting, Erich Kranz  
 and Martha Culliton 
Land Trust Alliance 
Mitchell and Doris Levinn 
Lewis Waite Farm 
Ruth Leys and Michael Fried 
Naturally Grass Fed, LLC 
New Minglewood Farm 
Nolan Certified Public Accounting Services 
Ed Pelz 
Remus Preda and Lisa Randles 
Richland Farms 
Lee Shapiro and Patrick Gill 
Peter and Courtney Simon 
Timothy and Lisa Smith 
Rebecca A. Sparks 
Harold Spiezio, Jr. 
St. Croix Farm, Inc. 
Stone Hill Farm - Greg Hanson 
Robert Taylor 
The Chronicle 
Toolite Farms, LLC 
Diana and John Waite 
Wiley Brothers 
Tim and Kathleen Wiley 
Mary Ellen Williams 
Anne and Ethan Winter 

Sustaining 
Anonymous (1) 
Randall Adams 
Keith Armstrong 
Battenkill Valley Creamery, LLC 
Sharon Bedford and Fred Alm 
Blakemore Farm 
Booth’s Blend Compost 
Leonard and Phyllis Borden 
Renee Bouplon 
Don and Tracey Boyd 
Lee Briccetti and Alan Turner 
Jay and Judy Bridge 
Caffry & Flower, Attorneys at Law 
Pam Cali 
Cambridge IGA 
Cambridge Lantern Works 
Cambridge Pacific, Inc 
Lynn Caponera 
Marilyn Cassidy Stephenson 
Gordon Chaplin 
Rebecca Christner and Carter White 
Clark Farm 
Concra Appraisal Assoc 
Jessica Corey 
John and Sue Corey 
Kerri Culhane and Jason Black 
Gary and Jenness Cunningham 
Eleanor Darcy 
Amy Davis and William Ambrose 
W. Marvin and Albert Day 
Deb Balliet Consulting 
Dill Abstract Company 
James and Carole Dilley 
John Dojka, Jr. and Janet Britt 
Elizabeth Ellard 

Artie and Sharon Erbe 
Jon and Jacquie Farbman 
Jon Feidner and Clare Avery 
Foothills Habitat Consultants 
Debbie Forester and Tim Tear 
George E. Foster 
Fra-Mar Farms 
Bertram Freed and Caroline Eastman 
Roberta Gabrenya and Maryellen Gilroy 
Garden Design 
Robert and Rae Gilson 
Jeffrey and Fran Goldstone 
Granville Veterinary Service, P.C. 
George and Carol Green 
Jamie Greenberg and Mary Ann Chiariello 
Carol Hand 
Barbara Hennig 
Joseph Hess and Patricia Foley-Hess 
Hank Howard 
Thomas and Diane Jilek 
Claudia Kavenagh and Joel Giller 
Kenyon Hill Farm 
Betty Ketcham 
Keybank 
Amy Klein 
David Kwasniak, Jr. 
Ruth and Sandy Lamb 
Jo Ann Lancaster 
Dorothy Lee and Elizabeth Compton 
C.J. and Jenny Lyttle 
Main Street Pediatrics, PC 
Mary Lou Mattingly 
Kevin McCarthy 
Dr. and Mrs. Patrick McCullough 
John and Laura McDermott 
John and Adele Miller 
Melissa Murray 
Tara Nolan 
Richard and Dari Norman 
O’Hearns Pharmacy 
Jack and Cynthia Parillo 
Donald and Eileen Patten 
Pattison, Koskey, Howe  
 and Bucci, CPAs, P.C. 
Perry’s Orchard 
Shaine and Seanna Porter 
Linda and Richard Randles 
Elliott Rebhun 
Barney Rubenstein, MD and  
 Sandra Scroggins 
Patricia Russell 
Judith and Michael Russert 
Colleen Ryan and Eric Hoppel 
Robert Ryan 
Lawrence Sconzo 
Shire Creek Farm 
Sneeringer, Monahan,  
 Provost, Redgrave Title Agency
Michael and Karyn Sobing 
John and Ruth Stevens 
Clifford and Janet Stewart 
Strawberry Fields Farm and Nature Preserve 
Throop Integrity Builders 
William Throop, III 
Erin Tobin and Roger Bearden 
Jim and Kay Tomasi 
Maria and David Trabka 
Brian Trombley and Kristal Van Dyke 
Annette Van Rooy and Jippe Hiemstra 
Bob and Carolee Webster 
Rey Wells and Sheila Wahl 
 

Supporting 
Anonymous (3) 
Ronald and Felicitas Anderson 
Andland Farms 
Don and Jason Armstrong 
Richie and Lynne Bittner 
Evelyn Braymer 
Al Brock 
Jack and Pam Brownell 
Mike Brownell 
Nancy and Al Budde 
Cambridge Valley Veterinary Hospital 
Jane Canova 
Brandon Carey 
John Cogan, MD 
Trisha and John Cooney 
Barbara Coughlin and John Fallon 
Crandall’s Corner Farm 
Pamela Jean Davis 
Patricia de Man 
David and Eleanor deVries 
Ron and Judy DeWitt 
Mrs. Nancy Downing 
Aileen and John Durrant 
Bill Eberle 
David Ebershoff 
Cathy Firman 
John and Babette Furman 
Galerie St. Etienne 
Lynn Gelzheiser and Wayne Metsch 
Cyndy and John Golde 
Julie Harrell 
Hartford FFA 
Jeanne Haug 
Sophia Healy 
Helping Hands Physical Therapy, LLC 
Donald and Carolyn Henry 
Marjorie Herrington 
Ken Hettinger 
Sandra Hutton 
Christina and John Kelly 
Ellen Kelly-Lind and Gary Lind 
Maureen Kennedy 
Reginald Killmer II 
Michael Kovarik 
Sharon and Jurgen Kruger 
Carol and Ron Kuhr 
Millicent and Ed Lawrence 
Linda LeClair 
Long Days Farm 
Joe and Carol MacDonald 
Mark and Quimby Mahoney 
Mannuccio Mannucci 
Marble Rose Farm 
Martinez Family Realty, LLC 
Gary and Joy McCoola 
Ronald McLean 
Stephen and Mary Muller 
George and Ellen Mulvaney 
Frank and Eileen Musso 
William and Elizabeth Niemi 
Diane Nolan 
North Country Xerographics, Inc. 
Cathy and Dick Ogden 
Karen and Tom Oleary 
David Owen and Barbara Freund 
George Peck and Mary Miss 
Elnora Peters 
William Pichet 
Pleasant Valley Farm 
Paul and Judy Pontiff 
Penelope Poor 

ASA would like to express heartfelt gratitude to our wonderful community of supporters. In these challenging times,  
your generous contributions and the spirit they reflect mean so much to us. 

The following lists include contributions made between October 26, 2012 and April 24, 2013. Every effort has been 
made to ensure the accuracy of this information. Please contact us at (518) 692-7285 to note any changes that should be 
made for the next issue of our newsletter.

Quarry Ridge Alpacas 
Judy Rancourt 
Edwin Reade, III and Maria Buteux Reade 
Francis and Mary S. Reed 
Maralee Rice 
Burton and Carol Richmond 
River Brook Junction LLC 
Dolores Romack 
Dr. and Mrs. Fouad Sattar 
Donald Schaefer 
Edith Schiele 
Dottie Schneider 
Schoolhouse Boatworks 
Erika Sellar Ryan 
Norma Skellie 
Susan and Steven Smith 
Edward and Christine Smyth 
Stephen and Susan Snyder 
J.B. and Louise Sobing 
Meg and Rob Southerland 
Eric Staude 
Connie Stephano 
Peter and Susan Stover 
Peter Subers and Rob Bauer 
David and Jane Suttle 
Triple I Farms 
Stephen Trout 
Dr. Paul Walker and Rev. Dale Dusman 
Walker’s Farm, Home and Tack 
Jeannie and Bob Wehmeyer 
Elaine Winslow 
Mary Withington 
Mary and Leo Wong 
Laura Yaun and Michael DeNardis 
Elana Yerushalmi Kamenir  
 and Steven Kamenir 
Brian Zweig 

Friend 
Anonymous (3) 
Mary Anderson 
David Armbruster 
Caroline Ashton 
Phyllis Bader-Borel and John Borel 
Battenkill Riversports and Campground 
Fred Bockis 
Kathy and John Braico 
Jonathan Carp and Deborah Stayman 
Marilyn Causey 
Paul Chapman 
Mary Jane Connor 
Patricia B. Coon 
Mary Dee and Clem Crowe 
Lydia Davis and Alan Cote 
Tom Curren 
Nancy Davis 
Josephine and Timothy Drawbridge 
Francille Egbert 
Meegan Finnegan 
Marjorie Geiger 
Leon and Selma Gortler 
Walter and Anna Maria Grom 
Melanie Harmon 
Joan Klages Lowe, E.A. 
Mary Laedlein and Dale Hall 
Martha and David Layton 
Ronald Medaglia and  
 Jacqueline Desnoes Medaglia
Liz Pohlman and Harald Moore 
Emma Posillico 
Mara Ptacek 
Marjorie Robertson 
Nancy Rockefeller 
Melissa Salmon 
Rowland Sinnamon 
Tracy Thurston 
Cynthia Wian 
Marilyn Zaborek 

Monthly Giving 
Randall Adams 
Douglas and Linda Bischoff 
Meegan Finnegan 
K.C. Consulting, Erich Kranz  
 and Martha Culliton 
Long Days Farm Deborah Jaffe  
 and Edwin Schiele 
Tara Nolan 
Nancy Rockefeller 
J.B. and Louise Sobing 
Stone Hill Farm - Greg Hansen 
Erin Tobin and Roger Bearden 

In Honor of 
Nicholas H., Crystal, Derek and Brynn Booth 
 Paula Sawyer
Lucas Goldreyer and Ashley Bridge 
 Carol Serotta
Ruth and Sandy Lamb 
 Bonnie Lamb
Peyton, Bryce and Natalie McClenning 
 Alyssa McClenning
Lori Pelech 
 Carol Conolly
Pat Yrastorza 
 Jeannine Laverty

In Memory of 
Veronica Clute 
 Ronnie Benware
Mary M. Hallar 
 Renee Bouplon
 Pat and Jack Isgro
 Jack and Cynthia Parillo
 Teri Ptacek
 Kathy and Hugh Roome
 Mary Ellen Williams
Louis Marchaland 
 Teri Ptacek
Eleanor Migdal 
 Mary Ellen Williams
Harriet Peabody 
 Janice Cipperly
William D. Quinn 
 Teri Ptacek
  Mary Ellen Williams
Brenda Smith 
 Mary Ellen Williams

In Kind Services 
Argyle Cheese Farmer 
Curtis Lumber 
Lewis Waite Farm 
Mapleland Products 
Max London’s 
Pleasant Valley Farm 
Retirement and Benefit Partners, Inc. 
Slyboro Cider House, LLC 

Volunteers 
Sirrel Fiel 
Cathy Firman 
ML Healy 
Sharon Kruger 
Ed and Millie Lawrence 
Jenny Lyttle  
Mary Ellen Williams 

*Funding provided through the Environmental Protection Fund in collaboration with 
the Land Trust Alliance and the State Department of Environmental Conservationpg10 ASA SPRING ’13 pg11 ASA SPRING ’13

Make a  
Workplace Gift 
to ASA Through 
Earthshare!
ASA is a member of EarthShare, a 
nationwide federation of the most re-
spected environmental and conservation 
charities in the country. You can make 
a gift to ASA by payroll contribution 
through EarthShare’s workplace giving 
program at numerous private companies, 
many state and municipal government 
organizations, and in the Combined 
Federal Campaign (CFC), by selecting 
999-00648 on your pledge form. 

To find out more about how you 
and your workplace can support ASA 
through an EarthShare charitable giving 
campaign, please call Meegan Finnegan 
at (518) 692-7285. You can also visit 
EarthShare’s web site at earthshare.org. 
Many thanks to everyone who has made a 
gift to ASA through EarthShare this year!



Agricultural Stewardship Association

14 Main Street, Suite 100 
Greenwich, NY 12834

ph: 518-692-7285 
fx: 518-692-7720 
asa@agstewardship.org 
www.agstewardship.org

visit us 
online
agstewardship.org

follow us on 
facebook and 
twitter

PHOTOGRAPHY: Corrina Aldrich, Ellie Markovitch, Travis Michel, Jessica Riehl and Lawrence White  DESIGN: Ruth Sadinsky

May–July 
Farm Photography for Kids
Kids age 8 and up

Visit farms and learn to take great photos from 
professionals! This year we’ll be photographing 
beef cattle, pigs and peacocks at a farm with 
incredible hilltop views, sheep with their spring 
lambs, dairy goats and their kids, rare heritage 
breed pigs and their piglets, and many varieties 
of dairy cows!

August 8th 
Forever Farms Summer Supper
5:30-8 p.m. Hand Melon Farm, Easton 
Tickets on sale in June

We’ll be honoring the families who’ve made a 
gift to our community by conserving their land 
with a sumptuous harvest dinner on the farm.

October 12th–14th
12th Annual Landscapes  
for Landsake Art Exhibition
Opening reception: October 12, 2 to 6 p.m. 
Gallery hours: October 13 & 14, Noon to 4 p.m.

Don’t miss the event of the season. Featuring 
artwork from more than 30 artists inspired by our 
working landscapes. 50% of proceeds benefit 
local farmland conservation!
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Deep Summer by Virginia McNeice


